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Is this a photo from an airplanne over the Bay Area or a student’s land and water form model at 

Schoonmaker Beach?  
Important School Wide Announcements and Dates: 

BE SMART! 
Don't forget to donate to the Willow Creek Foundation’s SMART campaign. The SMART campaign 
raises money annually to bridge the funding gap. This is where I get my classroom budget for 
classroom/student supplies, field trips, etc. Donations also support the Art Teacher, Music Teacher, 
the Librarian and many other important programs that directly benefit our kids.  
 
You can donate on-line at www.WillowCreekAcademy.org/donate or by cash/check in the main office. 
Every single donation is appreciated. So, please consider giving an amount appropriate to your family. 
D.O.G. (Day Of Giving) calls are scheduled for October 28. Try to get your donation in before then! And 
I hear the new blue bumper stickers are on their way sometime next week. 
Thank you so much for your supp ort! 

FALL WELCOME AND BOOK FAIR 

All Willow Creek families and friends are warmly invited to join us for our annual Fall Welcome on 
Saturday, September 24th! The Book Fair will be in full swing in the library starting at 5:00 p.m.Taco 
dinners will be for sale in our kitchen starting at 5:45 p.m. ($6 for adults and $3 for kids).  Please RSVP 
if you are interested in joining us for the taco dinner: http://evite.me/FxHNHn8rhc  

Families are also welcome to bring their own picnic dinners. 
 The movie will start at 7:15 p.m., and our middle school students will be selling popcorn, treats, and 
beverages.  Don't forget blankets, low chairs, and warm clothes!  
Looking forward to seeing you there! 
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Room 6 Headlines 

Students explored the physical geography and native plants and animals of Ring Mountain with their 
five senses, and began to think about how the natural world might have helped shaped the LIFEWAYS 
and culture of of the first Californians. The fourth grade extended their field study to include the 
geology of this mountain.. The academic vocabulary was a perfect context for thinking about how to 
spell words they have never seen before! We clapped-out syllables, spoke about how each syllable has 
a vowel sound in it, and then we tackled big words like metamorphic and California and Serpentine. 
 
In science, students listed and compared the native plants, animals, land and water features observed 
on the Ring Mountain trip to those they read about in a old, traditional California Native American 
How and Why Story titled How California Was Made  . The list of nouns created was a perfect context to 
begin  a study of the different types of nouns writers and speakers use in our language. We sorted the 
nouns into categories: common, proper, collective, abstract, and pronouns. 
 
Students are reading nonfiction, How and Why Stories, and their own independent selections 
independently and in groups. In groups, students have quickly learned how to "popcorn" around the 
circle, so everyone has a turn to read and share! Soon, I will pair students with their official reading 
partners for partner reading.  
 
Writer's workshop launched into students' lives this week! With beautiful new journals, writers put 

pencil to paper and had their first riding lessons of the year! The first unit of study is narrative. First 

students will focus on writing real stories about people, places, and things of importance in their lives. 

These narratives will be the first that they take through the entire writer's workshop process: 

brainstorming and flash drafts, first drafts, revision, second drafts, editing,  publishing, and finally the 

celebration with author's chair! Soon I will pay her students to become critical friends for peer editing 

and revision.  I am very excited to begin individual writing conferences with students  so that I can 

give every student a differentiated teaching point (objective, goal to work toward) that fit them just 

right! Reteaching, reinforcing, and extending and stretching!  

 

 

Field trips and special school and classroom events 
 

October Depart/Return Destination Transportation Content 

Tuesday 
10/4/16 
 

8:20-1:00 National Park 
Service Point Reyes 
National Seashore 
Education Program  
Bear Valley Visitor 
Center 
Kule Loklo 
415.464.5139 

Carpool Human and physical 
geography. 
 
Native American Studies: 
Students will explore Miwok 
LIFEWAYS and the local 
region long ago and in the 
recent past. 
 
Students will will investigate 
Earth and human activity by 
exploring the San Andreas 
Fault Zone on the 
Earthquake Trail. 
 

 



 

Wednesd
ay 
10/12/16 

9:30-12:20 Lark Theater 
California Film 
Institute Screening: 

Oddball 

Bus Environmental film 

Friday  
10/21/16 

9:00-1:00 Fine Arts Museums 
of San Francisco 
de Young 
 

Carpool Get Smart Art  
Program 
California: Students will 
explore the multiple layers 
of cultural heritage that 
comprise the fascinating 
story of our state. 
Euro–American settlements 
in the California region, 
technological advancements 
such as the Transcontinental 
Railroad, and the great 
wealth produced by western 
mining operations.  
Native American cultures of 
California and how these 
cultures survived and 
adapted to the rapid 
environmental and cultural 
changes resulting from 
European expansion. 
 

Monday 
10/24/16 

8:30-3:00 Ane Rovetta 
Storyteller and 
artisan 

At School Students will learn about 
American Indian nations in 
their local region long ago 
and in the recent past 
through storytelling, art, and 
crafts. 
They will recount stories, 
including fables, folktales, 
and myths from diverse 
cultures; determine the 
central message, lesson, or 
moral and explain how it is 
conveyed through key 
details in the text. 
ELA 
Describe characters in a 
story (e.g., their traits, 
motivations, or feelings) and 
explain how their actions 
contribute to the sequence 
of events. 
 

 

Homework Assignments 
 

 Homework is assigned on Friday and due one week later! 
• Please remind your child put their name on their work 
•Please have your child write in complete sentences including 
responses to Scholastic News activities 

 



 

• Encourage capitalization and end of sentence punctuation!  
•Have your child read their written work aloud when editing to listen for clarity and c 

 

Mandatory Homework 

Family Project: Family interview 

Cursive: letter g 

Reading log and discussion questions:  Read 30 minutes nightly and choose three discussion questions to answer. Fourth 
graders: Choose at least two discussion questions to write and record in your “homework” Reading log 

Scholastic News:    Read and complete reading and writing assignments 

Differentiated “Assign Myself” HW:  

 
Optional Assignments 

Spelling:  Spelling  BEE words: prefixes (coming soon!) 

Spelling City  

https://www.spellingcity.com/ 

Math: Prodigy 

https://prodigygame.com/P lay/ 

XtraMath 

https://xtramath.org 

Khan Academy  

https://www.khanacademy.org/ 

TERC Investigation  

 

Reading K-3rd grade:  

 

 

Bookflix 

http://auth.grolier.com/login/bookflix/login.php 

Password: wcacademy 

Username: wcacademy 

Reading 3rd-8th grade:  

 

 

Trueflix 

http://trueflix.scholastic.com  

Password: wcacademy 

Username: wcacademy 

Keyboard skills:  

 

Dance Mat Typing  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr 
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MATH WORKSHOP 

What are students doing and  

•3rd-Multiplication concepts and strategies: drawing and building things that come in groups; multiplication 
vocabulary  
•4th-Multiplication and division concepts and strategies: using arrays:, finding factors  of two digit numbers 

 

WRITER’S WORKSHOP 

What are students doing  

•Narrative writing: finding Ideas for True Stories 

 

READER’S WORKSHOP 

What are students doing and learning: 

• California Weekly  ( 4th grade) 

•Traditional Pourquoi and How and Why Stories  

•Reading for important details and note-taking in T-chartS 

•BOOK CLUBS! 

 

SCIENCE 

What are students doing and learning? 

• Native Plants and Animals. Earth Science 

• Human Brain and learning 

 



 

 

How did this rock get there! 
 

 

 

If rocks could talk?   

                                FARM TO TABLE WITH BARBARA 

 

               What are students doing and learning: 

 



 

Good Bye Roo 
Sadly, the kids said, “goodbye” to Roo, their beloved little rooster this week after several neighbors complained 
about his crowing. He joyfully greeted kids, teachers and caregivers with a rousing, “cocka-doodle-doo” and 
annoyed neighbors as he heralded each new day when the light changed at 4 am. He was doing everything right, just 
in the wrong place. 
  
Many of the 4 th grade Siskinites were devastated at the loss because they had raised him in the class incubator, 
cuddled, played with and trained him for the last five months. 
 
Roo was taken to the Wooley Egg Ranch where his egg came from and boarded while we found him a new home. 
Happily, a lady and her children that live out away from the city have a place with lots of hens. They are thrilled that 
he's coming Saturday morning. Good-bye, sweet Roo; we will miss you. Have a good and happy life. 

 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

                    What are students doing and learning: 

 

What awesome focus!   

 

Miwok petroglyphs and grinding stone from long ago spark many questions!  Students will be excited to begin research 
projects soon at school.  

 



 

•Building a foundation for California and Sausalito Underground Projects 

The Driving Question: 

How can we as archaeologists, use evidence to answer mysteries about California and Sausalito’s past?  

Young archaeologists will spend the fall digging  for clues about the past through experiential learning on field trips, 

while reading books back in class, by analyzing primary sources such as letters, journals, paintings, photographs etc. 

to learn more about the physical geography of California and Sausalito/Bay Region. Beneath that layer of 

understanding, like anthropologists they will uncover clues about the first Californians, Native Americans who lived 

in Sausalito and Marin and in the different regions of California. Third and fourth graders will compare and contrast 

their research to better help them understand that the environment in which a group of people live in influences 

what they make and do, the culture of a group of people. The final project will be the creation of “cultural” geocaches 

with archaeological catalogues. Student catalogues will describe each artifact in their geocache, the location it was 

found, material it was made from, and its cultural significance.  The fourth graders will create geocaches that depict 

Native Americans from different CA regions and third graders, different LIFEWAYS of the Coastal Miwok.  

 

LIFE SKILL TOOL OF THE MONTH  

What are students doing and learning?  

ASSERTION 

•Siskintes continue to learn to ask their friends, classmates, teachers, and others  for what they need to be happy and 
successful learners: Focus on limiting side conversations during class discussions and “quiet time!”  

 

SNEAK PREVIEW OF THE WEEK 

What will students be doing and learning? 

Math: TERC INVESTIGATIONS: Unit 1  

3rd grade : Understanding Equal Groups: Using and understanding multiplication notation, 

writing , representing, and solving multiplication problems in context 

4th grade: Arrays, Factors, and Multiplicative Comparison: representing multiplication situations with arrays, 
finding factors using arrays, identifying prime, square, and composite numbers, finding factor pairs for a whole 
number in the range 1–100, recognizing that a whole number is a multiple of each of its factors, determining 
whether a given whole number in the range 1–100 is a multiple of a given one-digit number, determining whether a 
given whole number in the range 1–100 is prime or composite.  

Writing: Writing True Small Moment Stories about People and Places: strategies for brainstorming and writer’s 
block  

•Nouns: proper, common, pronoun, collective, abstract  

•Words Their Way  Spelling Inventory 

Reading:   Traditional “ How and Why” short stories 

Social studies:  Human and and physical geography 

Science:  Human Brain and Learning; native plants and animals, geology  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 

 


